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which comes to near about Rs. 12 per day. dcs 9@ 60 YT &E & B, BH 12
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URYC [del aTgeT TS 8 | What s the truth ?
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SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: Hon. Chairman, Sir, for having some official

estimation of the number of people living below the poverty line, first of all, a Task
Force was constituted by the Planning Commission, and, thereafter, an Expert
Group is looking into it. The first committee that went into this issue was the
Lakdawala Committee.

The hon. Member raised the issue of the estimates made by the World
Bank. Sir, the World Bank estimate is made on the basis of the income criteria.
But as far as our country is concerned, we have been following the consumption-
expenditure method. The consumption-expenditure method is based on the
method of calorie-intake of the rural population and also the urban population. As
per the estimates, the calorie intake of rural population is 2400 calories and in

case of urban population, it is 2100 calories. Sir, initially, when the Lakdawala
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Committee gave its findings on the basis of the estimates that have been made on
poverty, in the urban areas, it was 25.7 per cent and in the rural areas, it was 28.3
per cent. However, the hon. Member has mentioned that in the rural areas, it is
356.30, and, urban areas it is 538.60. Sir, there was a lot of dispute on that.
When this estimation of 25.7 per cent people living below the poverty line was
made, there was a lot of dispute on that. Therefore, the Planning Commission
appointed the Tendulkar Committee. The Tendulkar Committee went into it and
also the method adopted by the Lakdawala Committee was little modified.

(Contd. by 1b/SKC)

1b/11.05/skc-gs

SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY (contd.): The criteria for consumption in urban areas
has been applied to rural areas as well and, therefore, there has been a little
escalation. In the rural population it has gone up to 41.8 per cent while in the
urban population it is 25.7 per cent. The total expenditure on per capita
consumption in rural areas is Rs.446.68 and in urban areas it is Rs.578.80. The
Planning Commission, in its mid-term appraisal, has accepted the proposal of the
Tendulkar Committee and, the matter stands as it is. Several committees have
been constituted, such as the Arjunsen Gupta Committee, the Saxena
Committee, and others; there are the World Bank estimates and UNDP reports
too. As for our official estimates, we go by the consumption expenditure method.
It is very accurate. Not only is it accurate, it also projects exactly the standard of

living of the people.
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SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: Sir, State-specific estimation of poverty line has
been done in the urban and rural areas. | would like to submit that the estimation
has been done on the basis of the 61 report of the NSSO of 2004-05. We shall
have the next report of the NSSO in 2011. Currently, survey is being conducted.
Therefore, it would be updated on the basis of various findings and the
consumption expenditure, which has been increasing in our country.

Sir, | would like to submit that after 2004-05, when the UPA Government
came to power, a lot of welfare schemes have been implemented, such as the
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme, Bharat Nirman
and other schemes like the Sarva Siksha Abhiyan and National Rural Health
Mission, which target the rural population. The standard of living of the people
has been increasing. An assessment is being made and we would know about it
only in 2011.
7t IFIATH YRIA : TR, ST ST~ AT 8, I8l eT-3reT Rure &
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SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: Sir, there are two kinds of surveys. One is done by
the Rural development Ministry. The Rural Development Ministry goes into the
question of adopting the methodology for identifying the BPL families.

SHRI RAM VILAS PASWAN: Who constitute the BPL families?

it Y. ARTIOER : 31l 91T TET

it AR URIaT R Aded © e et & 2

SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: Sir, as far as BPL families are concerned, we can
only estimate the poverty line. The hon. Member has talked about landless
labourers, identification of BPL families, etc. | would like to say that the
estimation of BPL families is done on the basis of the Rural Development
Ministry's guidelines that have been issued to various States. The Survey that was
started in 2002 is still going on.

SHRI RAM VILAS PASWAN: | am asking for the definition of BPL.

SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: Let me tell you. As far as identification of BPL

families is concerned, the survey is still on. Certain cases have also been filed in

the court. (Contd. at 1c/ksk)
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SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY (CONTD): Therefore, it has not been finally decided.
As far as determination of BPL is concerned, the consumption-expenditure
method has been adopted. In our country, we are not adopting the income

criterion, which | had made very clear.

it I IRTEH - R, SART AT U9 § {6 39 BPL Hf¥elist wf A a1
TE! A, SAfoTy 1 & a1 11 # diferg ?

SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: We go by the consumption-expenditure method
which has been proved to be near true and which has been targeting the people
who are living below poverty line. Therefore, Sir, as the hon. Member said,
identification of BPL families by the exclusion and inclusion method, which has
been recommended by the Saxena Committee, is being looked into.

(Ends)



